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Greetings, 
Last month I wrote stating that this newsletter reaches six continents.  I am now happy to confirm that our February 
issue was received in Antarctica by Lewis Walter.  John Redfern was party to this piece of news and sent me this 
late 1970's cartoon from "The Whenwees of Rhodesia" reproduced below with kind permission of S.L. and A.M. 
Bolze, Books of Zimbabwe.  It was taking a poke at those who left Rhodesia for South Africa. 
 
 

 
 
Well done Lewis, when you get back to warmer climes and do not have to use satellite communications please 
email me and I will arrange for the promised cap (or beanie) to be custom embroidered and sent to you. 
 
Obituaries 
"Dear Hugh,  
Regarding your latest newsletter with John Edmond's reflection on the great bands of the day.  One band I do 
remember well was Holly Black.  It is with regret that I have to advise you that Nic Pickard, a key element of that 
band, passed away in December after a long illness.  Nic to me was one of the most talented musicians I have 
come across in my career.  His talents will be missed by all.  
 
All I can say is I can see Nic and Clem having a jam session 'upstairs'. 
 
Kind regards  
Harmon" 
 



Off The Radar 
The following people’s addresses have gone dead. If you are in comms with them please ask them to contact me. 
Please remember to let me know if you are changing your email address. 
Martin Trumplemann, New Zealand 
Nicola Carver, New Zealand 
Graham & Kate Price, New Zealand 
Brian Glover, Australia 
Tony Lee, Australia 
John Garland, Australia 
Dave de Goude, Australia 
 
Also: 
Geoffrey Roper Cooke whose father was Henry Roper Cooke, owner of Enkeldoorn Hotel in Rhodesia, is being 
sought by Mark Karam footdoc@iafrica.com  If you know Geoffrey please contact Mark direct. 
 
Dave Nortje, who was in the RLI and also spent time at the Sandawana Mine (West Nicholson area) where he was 
employed as a Security Officer around 1979 - 1980, is being sought by Herbie Hambloch (ex Grey Scout and 
Rhodesian Engineers) email herbie-catlee@supanet.com   
 
Last month I asked for information on Baz Seeber and Roy Casey who were both awarded the Military Forces 
Commendation in 1978.  They were in Intake 155 and based at 4 Indep.  Coy.  at Wankie.  Tony Smith wrote in 
saying that he had met Roy 15 years ago in Perth.  We tracked down the place where Roy had worked but 
unfortunately the current proprietors of 14 years did not know Roy.  Man on the ground, former CO of the 6th 
Battalion (Hauraki)  
Group, John Dick, volunteered to try and find Roy.  John called all the possible Caseys in the phone book, all to no 
avail yet.  John still has his nose to the ground.  Many thanks to Tony and John, your interest and help is invaluable.  
If anyone knows where we can find Baz and Roy please email me hbomford@clear.net.nz 
 
Tony Johnson formerly Rhodesian SAS and was or is still serving in the New Zealand Police, Traffic Department. 
Last know to be living in Martinborough area of New Zealand. Anyone in contact with him please email 
hbomford@clear.net.nz  
 
ANZAC Day 25th April 2009 
Once again this day which has become important to those of us settled in the Antipodes is fast approaching.  
 
Here are some important notes. 
 

CQ Store requirements 
 
I ask that anyone wanting badges, berets, medals etc. to please contact me ASAP with your orders to avoid 
disappointment of non arrival. I work hard to get orders out in a timely manner, but you must remember that I have a 
business to run and also there are third parties who do the engraving and medal mounting. 
 
Anyone wanting items brought up to Auckland please contact me in advance with your requirement as I will not be 
bringing the CQ Store up this time. The CQ Store now fills two large suitcases and a brief case. This is too much for 
me to lug around as I have to have space for passengers in my car. 
 

New Zealand 
On ANZAC Day, the 25th of April, TV1 in New Zealand will be screening a documentary on the LRDG called 'Lost in 
Libya' based on Brendan O'Carroll's recent journey there which was reported in the November 2008 issue of this 
newsletter.  The time slot has not been set yet.  It will run for about 90 minutes, including adverts.  You will recall 
from that article that Brendan unearthed some material at Zighen, the site of the Rhodesian S Patrol's base camp. 
Brendan says that, unfortunately, only still photos were taken there because they found the site by accident, it was 
late in the day and they had a rendezvous to make.  Sadly, the documentation of an important piece of history was 
lost at that juncture.  That aside, the documentary will still be of great interest. 
Gisborne 
Would anyone who is planning to attend or who has attended ANZAC Day parades in the area please contact me 
urgently. 
 
Hobsonville RSA 
We have once again been officially invited by the Hobsonville RSA to attend the ANZAC Day parade.   
 
Format is as usual: 
10.00 Parade assembles at Hobsonville School  
10.30 Fall in  
10.40 March off  
11.00 ETA at RSA  



12.00 Service concludes  
12.15 Rhodesian Service begins  
13.00 Rhodesian Service concludes  
13.01 Socialising starts  
 
You are all invited to attend. 
 
We are expecting a good turnout at Hobsonville from around New Zealand this year with at least one bloke coming 
over from Australia. A number of us from Rotorua, Tauranga, Hamilton, and hopefully Waihi plan to travel up to 
Auckland on Friday 24th and stay in the motel adjacent to the Hobsonville RSA. Those of us on the committee will 
have a meeting in the evening at the motel and then we will adjourn to the RSA where we hope that we can meet up 
with some of the locals for a chat and - seeing that we are from out of town - it will be your shout!  
 

Australia 
Perth 
There is always a contingent of Rhodesians marching and the RLI are having their annual reunion in conjunction 
with the parade in Perth this year. Contact John Kirkman kirkmanaj@bigpond.com for more details. 
 
Sydney and Brisbane also have large Rhodesian squads. Unfortunately I do not have any contact details or 
information.  
 
 
Social Events in New Zealand 
Auckland 
The inaugural social on the 14th February (Valentines day) at Hobsonville RSA was a great success.  Thirty persons 
attending were a mixture of old and new friends. It was decided to hold a monthly social on the 3rd Saturday of each 
month, except in April because of ANZAC Day. (Editors Note – refer to the article above regarding those of us 
travelling up from Rotorua, Tauranga and Hamilton who will be at the Hobsonville RSA which would be a good 
opportunity to catch up. If anyone wants anything from the CQ Store please email hbomford@clear.net.nz with your 
requirement so that it can be brought up for you.) 
 
There is also the possibility of a weekend family camp in January 2010. 
 
The next Social will be on Saturday 21st March 2009 at the Hobsonville RSA at 6pm. 
 
There is good, reasonably priced food and a welcoming atmosphere. 
 
Please contact Wolf and Alison at whucke@xtra.co.nz to get on the Auckland area mailing list. 
 
Tauranga 
For a number of years we have been showing movies once a month at the Garrison Club at the 6th Battalion 
(Hauraki) Group. Generally this is every 2nd Friday of the month with a few exceptions around October for the RV 
and in December and January we have a break. The monies raised are donated to the Hauraki Museum. Gradually 
the Movie Night has been expanded into a Curry and Movie Night. Colin Logie is the man behind the delicious food 
which now encompasses curry and samoosas. Colin’s samoosas are as good as any that you would have had back 
in Africa. We show a variety of movies covering all tastes. To get on the mailing list email hbomford@clear.net.nz   
 
 
Poems from WWII – Burma 
 

 
 

Badge of the 14th Army 
 

The 14th Army under General William Slim was the allied force tasked with driving the invading Japanese out of 
South East Asia.  They became known as "The Forgotten Army" because of the contemporary press overlooking 
their efforts there in favour of covering the war in Europe.  Many great books have been written about the hardships 
these men endured in very adverse conditions, up against an enemy who were criminally merciless to their 



prisoners and the natives of the countries they invaded.  One of the most unforgettable books that I have read is 
'The Road Past Mandalay' by John Masters.  John Masters, a Gurkha officer who was transferred to the Chindits, a 
Special Force unit formed to spearhead the reconnaissance and eventual push to drive the Japanese out of Burma, 
wrote of having to personally shoot a number of wounded British soldiers under his command who could not be 
evacuated before their position was overrun by the Japanese.  
 
Eddy Norris of ORAFS fame was kind enough to recently send me the two poems below.  Eddy knows of my 
interest in Burma, given that my late father spent much of the war there in the 1st Gurkha Regiment.  What Eddy did 
not know was that my father was left behind at one stage, suffering from malaria.  He managed to catch up with his 
column with the help of some elephants, but that is another story.  Many Rhodesians served in various units in 
Burma. 

 

 
Rhodesian troops at Bulawayo Railway Station circa 1941 en route to India 

 

 
Sgt. Peter Bomford at Colaba Reinforcement Camp, India 1942 

 
Spare a thought for them, the jungle and the conditions they endured when you read these poems below, and think 
of what Lt Col John Masters had to do to spare his men from a worse fate at the hands of the Japanese. 
 
Chindit  
Have you ever seen a column march away,  
And left you lying, too damned sick to care?  
Have you ever watched the night crawl into day  
With red-rimmed eyes that are too tired to stare?  
Have you ever bled beside a jungle track  
In thick brown mud like coagulating stew?  
Have you ever counted leeches loping back  
Along the trail of sweat that leads to you?  
Have you ever heard your pals shout "cheerio",  
Knowing that this is no "Auf wiedershen"?  
Have you ever prayed, alone, for help although  
The stench of mules has vanished in the rain?  
Have you ever thought, "what a bloody way to die!",  
Left in the tree-roots, rotting, there to stay?  
God, I remember the last poignant "Goodbye";  
I was one of the men that marched away.  
 
By K.N. Batley 



 
Poem for The Forgotten Army  
The Forgotten Army - I would like to dedicate this poem to all who served in Burma, also their relatives.  
 
Out there in the jungle down in Burma way,  
A few forgotten soldiers go slowly on their way, 
They dream of the girls they left back home, 
But soon they hope to cross the foam, 
To see this land and loved ones, and never more to roam.  
Some of them were repat with their time expired,longing for a troopship to take them to their fires, 
They will often think of Burma plains, 
Of dust and heat and monsoon rains, 
And roads that lead to heaven and roads that lead to hell.   
All you boys in Blighty who travelled far from home, 
Who did not like the cities of Tripoli and Rome, 
Just think of the boys who fought and dwelt, 
In jungle heat were brasses melt, 
Where Japs were bloody bastards and mozzie bites were felt.   
When the war is over and the job is done, 
All you boys from Burma can tell this to your sons, 
Remember the war against the Hun but don’t forget a war was won, 
In south east Asia's corner against the rising sun. 
 
By Ex Sgt Alf Shacklady  
19th Indian Division 134 Jungle Field Reg. 
 
 
Regimental Rumours by ‘Stompie’ 
 
Greetings all,  
 
I trust everyone is well and following the interesting events as they unfold in Zimbabwe, with particular reference to 
the President's birthday celebrations..........hmmmm, let's not go there, shall we? 
 
I've received a story about a certain ex Banket farmer, who also did burglar bars as a sideline, and subsequently 
moved to Australia.  This venerable gentleman went out one night and painted the town red, cunningly (in his 
opinion) returning home at 3am when he thought there would be no members of the constabulary about.  
Unfortunately, his assessment of the situation was off beam and he was duly pulled up by a copper who charged 
him for driving with excess breath alcohol.   
 
He appeared in court and the proceedings went something like this: 
 
Judge: “Before passing sentence, does the Defendant have anything he wishes to say?” 
 
Venerable Gentleman: “Well, quite frankly I do, Your Honour.  I am from Zimbabwe and have twenty six years drink 
driving experience.  Not once in those twenty six years have I had an accident whilst drink driving - or even been 
arrested!” 
 
The judge looked at the Defendant askance and promptly suspended his licence for two years.   
 
I guess there's a lesson or two to be learned here - firstly, don't underestimate the Aussie cops - they work around 
the clock, particularly in the small hours, unlike the ones in Zim. Secondly, the Aussie justice system does not look 
favourably upon past drink driving experience.  Your past "experience" does not go in your favour in such 
circumstances - it's advisable to keep quiet about it! 
 

 
 
Thanks to those who have contributed material - please keep it coming in!  I'm accumulating a vast amount of intel. 
on you lot which will certainly appear in future newsletters.  No one is safe!!  Send any info you have to 
stompie@rhodesianservices.org   
 



Take care until next time.......... 
 
Stompie 
 
 
Grunter’s Good Oil 
Hi everyone and thanks for all your correspondence received.  
 
I have three updates for our current sportsman list.  Firstly, in error, I had Bobby Skinstad as a current player.  While 
he is still involved with rugby commentary, he is no longer playing.  The other new entry is Scott Grey who plays 
rugby for Scotland and Brendon De Jonge (son of Rick and Rose De Jonge) who is currently doing very well on the 
US PGA Tour.  Understandably, I had a lot of requests for copies of the "Farm Thief.  Anybody who still wants a 
copy of that let me know. 
 
With the 7th Rugby World Cup due to be held in New Zealand in 2011, I am currently in the early stages of getting 
together a large group of people for a supporters' tour.  While it will definitely include the two semi-finals, the play off 
and the final, it may even include a couple of quarter-finals and pool games.  The complete fixture list is due to be 
released this month and as soon as we get this we will be able to make a start. 
 
I envisage hiring a couple of buses and travelling around to all the venues and en route staying in towns and cities, 
organising a get together at every stop over.  This will include all of the ex Rhodesian/Zimbabweans who live in the 
surrounding area to come meet up and join us.  You can imagine the reunions that will occur where people will 
unexpectedly meet up with people who they didn't even know lived in that area (this happens to me all the time 
here).  I also aim to have two tiers of pricing involved.  At each game there will be those who have tickets to the 
game and others that don't have tickets.  For the latter there will be a big screen organised where again we can 
meet up with the local expat population to watch the game.  Those that were at the game could then come back and 
join the others.  The accommodation will be budget motels.  
 
Anybody interested in this, send me your details and I will add your names to the World Cup list.  This is not an 
obligation it is merely to let me know you are interested and want to keep up to date with developments.  Once we 
know the exact cost we will be able to then ask who wants to come and make a more definite commitment.   
Anybody with some tips or ideas please send them on to us as we are open to any suggestions.  
Till next month  
Regards,  
Grunter 
 
 
CQ Store visit www.rhodesianservices.org/The%20Shop.htm to see what is in store for 
you 
 
Below is a list of our stock. Your support is invaluable. Please give our CQ Store consideration when buying a 
present for someone in your family. We do ask that you order early in case we do not have your size in stock and 
also to allow for shipping time if the destination is outside New Zealand. 
 
Please Note: 
ANZAC Day is fast approaching. Please get your orders in well in advance to avoid disappointment.  
 

CQ STORE INVENTORY 
 

ITEMS EXCLUDING POSTAGE PRICE in NZ$ 
4RR Hackles $17.50 
‘Bumper’ Stickers, Rhodesia/NZ or Australia flags; Rhodesian flag; 
Rhodesian Services Assn Lion & Tusk 

$3 each or 2 for 
$5 

Bullion wire blazer pocket badge – Rhodesia Regiment $100 
Business Card Holder – stainless steel with Lion & Tusk engraved $20 
Berets $50 
Lion & Tusk Baseball Caps $23 
Lion & Tusk Beanies green, black or other (even pink!) on request $20 
Lion & Tusk Dog Tags ‘silver’ or ‘gold’ $30 
Lion & Tusk Polar Fleece jackets – long sleeved in green, black, 
navy  $60 
Lion & Tusk Polo shirts - black or green $36.50 
Lion & Tusk T-shirts - black or green $30 
Lion & Tusk Women’s v-neck stretch shirts - black $30 
Name badge – resin coated 15 



Number plate surrounds – 4 styles to choose from $12 
Pocket Insert Medal Holder $15 
Regimental Cap Badges – RLI, Intaf, RAR, RDR, BSAP, Grey’s 
Scouts, RRR, RR, Service Corps, Staff Corps, RWS, DRR and more 

Priced from $20 – 
inquire for details 

Regimental ties – Rhodesian Light Infantry $35 
Regimental ties – Rhodesia Regiment $40 
Regimental ties – Rhodesian African Rifles $40 
Regimental ties – SAS $55 
Rhodesian Army Recruitment poster copy “Be a man among men” $25 
Rhodesian Army Recruitment poster copy “Terrorism Stops Here!” $50 
Rhodesian General Service Medal full size medal copy with ribbon $100 
Rhodesian General Service Medal full size medal copy (solid silver) 
with ribbon $125 
Rhodesian General Service Medal full size ribbon $10/length 
Rhodesian General Service Medal miniature (solid silver) with ribbon $40 
Rhodesian General Service Medal miniature ribbon $10/length 
Rhodesian replica rugby jerseys – short or long sleeve $110 
Rhodesian flag 3’ x 5’ (900mm x 1500mm) ready to fly $35 
Rhodesian Flag, embroidered 110mm x 50mm $20 
Unofficial Rhodesian Combat Infantry Badge $22.50 
Various medal ribbons – please inquire POA 
Various small embroidered badges (RLI, BSAP & Nyasaland Police) $5 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal full size copy with ribbon $50 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal full size ribbon $10/length 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal miniature with ribbon $35 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal miniature ribbon $10/length 
‘Zippo’ type lighter – “Rhodesia 1890 – 1980” with Lion & Tusk $25 

Watch this space for new items coming on stream in the future 
 
 
 

The Rhodesia Regiment – From Pioneer Column to Independence 1890 – 1980  
 

Alex Binda is closing off his manuscript, however some information is required in order to finish off some chapters. 
If you can help please contact Alex direct via: 
 
7 Indep Company.  
This was an Independent Company set up from a basis of French nationals. There is little information about it. We 
have been sent this photo in which you will note that the soldier is wearing a Rhodesia Regiment beret and badge 
with the Tricolour as a backing. 

 



 
We understand that Patrick Olivier and Colin Crooks who were Grey’s Scouts may have been attached to 7 Indep. 
Coy. If anyone has any information about this unit please contact Alex. 
 
Alex is still trying to get citations for a number of Rhodesia Regiment soldiers. Please email him if you can help with 
this piece of history. 
 
 
Books for Africa 
 
Counter Strike from the Sky - The Rhodesian All-Arms Fireforce in the War in the Bush 1974–1980 by J.R.T. 
Wood with Chris Cocks. 

 
This book is due for release in paperback soon and will be stocked in New Zealand. However you can purchase a 
limited edition leather-bound copy (only 30 available) right now, direct from 30° South Publishers. Do not delay as 
these will not be around long. 
 
Fireforce as a Rhodesian military concept dates to 1974 and has been adopted around the world by Special Forces 
and Airborne/Airmobile units.  This visionary concept of vertical envelopment of the enemy hinged around the 
20mm cannon mounted in an Alouette III K-Car (‘Killer Car’), with the army commander on board directing his 
ground troops deployed from G-Cars (Alouette III troop-carrying gunships) and parachuted from DC-3 Dakotas.  In 
support would be a propeller-driven ground-attack aircraft; on call would be Canberra bombers, Hawker Hunter and 
Vampire jets.  Included in the book is a detailed account of Operation Dingo and the 1977 raids on the ZANLA 
bases of Chimoio and Tembué in Mozambique.  Dingo is regarded as a Fireforce operation “writ large”.  
 
Accompanying the book is a 90-minute DVD, including interviews with: 
Dr JRT Wood (author and historian) 
Lieutenant-Colonel Brian Robinson OLM, MLM (OC C Squadron, SAS) 
Major Grahame Wilson GCV, SCR, BCR (C Squadron, SAS) 
Major Nigel Henson MLM (OC Support Commando, 1RLI) 
Captain Peter Stanton (Special Branch and Selous Scouts) 
Lieutenant Alan Thrush BCR (A Company, 2RAR) 
Sergeant Gordon ‘Beaver’ Shaw (Rhodesian Air Force) 
Sergeant George Dempster (MA2 Medic, 1RLI) 
Chris Cocks (3 Commando, IRLI) 
 
Each limited edition will include a bookplate signed by all the above. 
 
Price: R1,000.00 (approx NZ$170 or US$85) 
Add local SA shipping: R50.00 
Add international shipping: R275.00 
 
To order a Limited Edition copy, please contact Aulette on tel: +27-11 673 2218 or email: 
office@30degreessouth.co.za  This Limited Edition is not available from the 30° South Publishers website as they 
prefer to deal with all their Limited Edition customers personally.  
 
When stocks of the standard version arrive in New Zealand you will be informed via this newsletter. 
 
 



The Global Forked Stick 
 
Selous Scouts Association. 
This email from Tom Thomas, Secretary of the Selous Scouts Association: 
“Hi Hugh,  
We would be grateful if you could put the word out to all ex-Selous Scouts who are not members of the Selous 
Scouts Association and wish to be. Please make contact in your area as follows: 
Australasia - Wally Insch wminsch@tpg.com.au  
UK/Europe - Jim Schneeberger jschneeberger@aointl.com  
USA/South America - Dave Scott-Donelan mantrack@aol.com  
South Africa - Willie van der Riet wvdriet@randwater.co.za  
Rest of Africa - Dale Collett iou@opqnet.net or Tom Thomas thomas@selfcopypapers.co.za  
 
Thanks for your help and best wishes to all Rhodesians 
 
Cheers,  
Tom” 
 
 
CIA’s Rhodesia Sting 
Joseph Smith former RAR officer has had a couple of articles published in the February edition of Soldier of 
Fortune. You can view them on this link 
http://www.africancrisis.co.za/Docs/Soldier_of_Fortune_CIA_Stings_Rhodesia.pdf  
 
This Remembrance Day photo taken in London in November 2008 came to me entitled “Two Brigadiers, A Colonel, 
& A Lucky Straphanger!” 
 

 
 

L-R David Heppenstall, ‘Digger’ Essex-Clark, Ron Marillier, Joseph Smith 
 

Rhodesian Air Force markings 
This email from Frank Collingwood in New Zealand, a former Bulawayo boy: 
“Hi Hugh  
I am looking for information on RhAF aircraft markings.  I am in the process of designing waterslide decals for the 
crop of 1/48 scale kits I have. I currently have the Hunter and Vampire. I will be adding a Canberra and a Cessna 
337 (Lynx) as well as other aircraft flown during the war as they become available.  If you could please put the word 
out, I'd be grateful for any scans especially close-ups showing detail of the smaller markings like warning panels, 
etc. 
Regards 
Frank” 
 
Please email Frank at frank@collingwood.me.uk  
 



Roan Antelope Music 
Did you know that John Edmond was billed as a Country Singer when he did his first appearance on the “Big Stage” 
in Johannesburg way back in the sixties! 
 
Although John is at home in most modern genres of music, be it pop, rock, folk, ballads or Troopie songs, country is 
still very close to his heart.  Recently John has done several country shows out on the “platteland” of South Africa 
and due to public demand Roan Antelope Music have released “That’s what I call Country” by John Edmond.  
 
On this CD are the 16 most requested country songs that John is asked to sing at his concerts.  On this album John 
salutes the world’s great country artists like Don Williams, John Denver, Glen Campbell, Kenny Rogers, Kris 
Kristofferson, Johnny Cash and several others. 
 
Order Now! Special Offer is from 1st - 31st March 2009 
The CD contents are: 
It Must Be Love, The Gambler, Help Me Make It Through The Night, Gentle On My Mind, Ring of Fire, From A Jack 
To A King, Some Days Are Diamonds, Folsom Prison Blues, Heaven Is My Woman’s Love, Rhinestone Cowboy , 
You’re My Best Friend, Take Me Home Country Roads, Detroit City, Lucille, Amanda, Why Me Lord? 
 
If you like great easy listening, feet tapping country music, this is John doing it as good as anyone.  You won’t be 
disappointed. 
 
Go to www.johnedmond.co.za  where you will find Rhodie Music, Wildlife Music, Rock and Roll, Wrex Tarr (the only 
Legal representative of Wrex’s works), John Edmond Song Books and last month’s special History of 
Contemporary Music of South Africa a 172 page reference book on most South African Artists through the years.  
 
 
Honours and Awards website www.wewererhodesians.com  
 

 
 
Following on from last month’s article Carl Keith writes: 
“Hi Hugh,  
Many thanks for running my website plug in the newsletter. It was amazing, within a few hours four people signed 
up to the site and about thirty have used it since publication.  
 
We now record 21,115 Rhodesians who collectively have received 31,527 honours and awards as of 2 March 2009. 
 
Once again, thank you very much for including me on your newsletter, very much appreciated. 
All the best 
Carl” 
 
Researcher Seeks Information 
“Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, 
My name is Jonathan Mannon, and I am working on my PhD in African History at George Mason University.  I 
myself am not a Rhodesian, but I did serve with the United States Marine Corps in Liberia during the 1996 outbreak 
of its civil war, so Africa as a whole holds a special place in my heart.   
 
As I began to study the Rhodesian “War of Independence” I found that in the area of university studies there is a 
large bias that portrays the guerrillas as the "good guys" while painting the Rhodesian Government as the "villains".  
After serving in both the brutal war in Bosnia and the Liberian civil war I know, firsthand, that the classification of 
"good" and "bad" are completely in the eyes of the beholder.  
 
In a spirit of complete honesty, it is not my goal to take one side or the other.  However in light of the current state of 
affairs in Zimbabwe, now entering into its 29th year of "majority rule" I believe the subject of the Rhodesian state 
and its military needs to be re-examined with a new approach.  Regrettably, as long as Robert Mugabe and his 
cronies are in power I will not be able to go to Zimbabwe and examine the archival information, if any of the 
documents I would be able to use have survived years of "democratic rule".  That is why I am turning to you, the 
community of expatriates, to gain the firsthand accounts of the war. My main focuses of interest are the following: 

1. Persons who served with the Rhodesian African Rifles during the war.  I know from my research that these 
black men fought for Rhodesia by choice.  I also know that many members of the RAR moved to South 
Africa and joined the army there after 1980.  To me this fact alone demonstrates that the conflict in 
Rhodesia was much more complex than it is often portrayed. 

 



2. Persons who served with the volunteers who came from all over the world to serve in the Rhodesian Light 
Infantry.  These men are commonly dismissed as just mercenaries trying to make a buck, or people with 
racist ideologies.  However one does not need to travel half way around the world to be a bigot, and 
considering that the volunteers received the same meagre pay as the average Rhodesian trooper I do not 
think the charge of "getting rich" holds true ether. 

 
3. Finally I would like to hear from the mothers, wives, girlfriends and children who stayed at home to keep the 

economic and social structures of Rhodesia running.  So often historians only look at the governments and 
military forces to gain a picture of a conflict, especially here in the United States.  I think that is partly 
because up until the events of 9/11 there had never been any kind of conflict on US soil since the American 
Civil War, but those people of Rhodesian society that were not actively involved in military operations still 
felt the effects of the war since it was always so close at hand. 

 
If you or anyone you know would like to offer their experiences you can contact me through my email 
rhodesianresearch@gmail.com giving the basics of your experiences of the war.  Following the initial contact I will 
email you questions relative to your experiences and so on.  Additionally, if anyone feels that there is an area of the 
war that needs to be examined, please feel free to let me know.  I welcome all advice and comments.  I hope to 
hear from all of you soon.  If for any reason you would like to contact me but desire to retain your anonymity that is 
not a problem no one else will see my contact information list.  I will only use the names of persons who give me 
permission to do so.   
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this long letter. 
Sit Nomine Digna  
Kindest Regards  
Jonathan Mannon rhodesianresearch@gmail.com 
George Mason University”   
 
Pretoria MOTH Fundraising 
“Greetings,  
I am an ex Rhodesian who served in the RLI and Engineers. I am a member of the Memorable Order of Tin Hats 
(MOTH) in Pretoria and Chairman of the MOTH Cottage Committee. 
 
We hold a fund raising Potjie every November which enables us as a welfare registered Cottage Complex to 
survive. We look after ex service men and woman as well as their spouses.  
 
People are welcome to contact me if they can assist with fundraising. 
Alf Herbst 
Email alfh01@ananzi.co.za “ 
 
 
Elderly Britons given lifeline out of Zimbabwe From The Times February 18th  2009 
 
This item kindly sent in by Dutch Huiberts 
 
“Hundreds of British citizens are being offered a resettlement package to leave worsening economic conditions in 
Zimbabwe and move to Britain, The Times has learnt.  The emergency measure to fly people out of the country 
comes as increasing numbers of residents approach the British Embassy in Harare asking for help to leave.  
 
Up to 1,500 elderly and infirm Britons are expected to take advantage of the British Government's "Zimbabwe 
Resettlement Programme".  Letters outlining the offer of help were sent to elderly, vulnerable and infirm citizens ten 
days ago and have already drawn responses from people keen to take it up.  One elderly person described the deal 
as a "lifeline".  The offer is focused on helping the most vulnerable to leave the increasingly desperate conditions in 
Zimbabwe's collapsed economy.  
 
Britain is acutely sensitive as to how the resettlement offer will be viewed by Zimbabwe's new unity government.  
It is emphasising that it is a humanitarian move driven by a collapse in the country's infrastructure, which is hitting 
the elderly and sick the hardest.  John Healey, the Local Government Minister, said yesterday: "The situation in 
Zimbabwe continues to make it hard to access food and medical care.  That's why we are offering help to older, 
vulnerable British people who are unable to support themselves in Zimbabwe and want to resettle in the UK." 
Whitehall has been planning the operation for months and officials said it was a coincidence that the timing of the 
offer came as the new unified government took power.  It will be some months yet before the first group arrives.  
 
"We have put in place this programme, which is available to older and vulnerable British citizens and British 
nationals with the right of abode in Britain," a Whitehall source told The Times.  "We do not think Zimbabwe is about 
to blow up and that it is time to head for the hills but life is getting tougher for the vulnerable."  
 
The source added that the new Zimbabwean Government, whose Cabinet met for the first time yesterday after 
Morgan Tsvangirai, the leader of the Movement for Democratic Change was sworn in as Prime Minister, could not 



be expected to put right the collapse of Zimbabwe's infrastructure overnight.  Under the programme, which is being 
co-ordinated by the Communities Department, people returning from Zimbabwe will be offered housing, state 
benefits and support.  Ministers are preparing to waive the rules on residency tests to allow people to claim housing 
and council tax benefit on arrival.  
 
The programme is available to British citizens over 70 who are living in residential or nursing homes in Zimbabwe 
and to younger people in need of social care who live in their own homes.  They will be interviewed by British 
officials in Zimbabwe and will be allowed to bring spouses and partners with them.  
 
There are an estimated 12,500 British citizens in Zimbabwe, of whom 3,000 are over 70.  The Government believes 
that only between 500 and 1,500 will be eligible for the scheme, which will run over the next 18 months.  
 
Under the terms of the scheme, the British taxpayer will pay for flights to Britain and a hotel stay until permanent 
housing can be arranged.  Some of the returning Britons will be found places in nursing or care homes with the 
State meeting the bill if, as is likely, they cannot afford to pay.  
 
Those who can manage on their own will go into social housing or rental accommodation with the help of housing 
benefit.  They will be provided with furniture and other household goods as the scheme does not include funding the 
return of furniture.  There will be no help with transporting pets to Britain.  The Britons will be eligible for state 
benefits, subject to a means test, and will be offered a support worker to help them settle.  
 
The scheme, which will be means-tested to ensure that the Government does not fund the return of wealthy people, 
will apply only to those permanently resident in Zimbabwe for five years or more.  The means-testing will not include 
a person's fixed assets, such as their house, as the Government believes that most people will find it difficult, if not 
impossible, to sell property in Zimbabwe's present economic conditions.  
 
Ministers have not ruled out chartering an aircraft to fly groups of elderly people to Britain but for now they are 
looking at using scheduled commercial flights.” 
 
Nominal Rolls 
“Hi Hugh  
Many thanks for including my request in the February newsletter.  I would like to add that I am looking for any 
nominal rolls as well. 
 
Many thanks 
James D.N. MacKenzie  
SAM - Southern Africa Militaria http://southernafricamilitaria.com “ 
 
The Story of a Swindle in Swindon 
“G'day Hugh,  
 
I went from Wagga Wagga in New South Wales to Swindon in Wiltshire for a week over the New Year period to visit 
an old army mate who'd been very badly smashed up in a car prang in October 2008.  I was staying with his wife 
and daughter and visiting him in hospital for a few hours each afternoon. 
 
On my 1st day in Swindon I wandered into a collectibles shop and spotted a BSAP uniform (Dress Order No 2) for 
sale.  I checked the label inside the jacket and saw it was named to 10542 P/O Gloyne. 
 
I was in Depot with this bloke in 1978 when I was in Squad 8/78 (Mike Lambourne) and he was in Squad 9/78 (Pop 
Ellis).  I hadn't seen him since we left Depot in September ‘78, although I'd received an email from him last 
September when a mob of us got in touch for the 30th anniversary of leaving Depot. 
 
The shop proprietor said he'd bought the uniform from a bloke about 12 months previously. 
 
When I returned to my mate's place I sent an email, in Patrol Report format of course, to Mike Gloyne and another 
half dozen mukkers from 1978, listing the phone number in Swindon where I was staying. 
 
Everyone replied, including a mate in South Africa who offered financial assistance if it turned out Mike had sold his 
uniform because he'd fallen on hard times. 
 
Mike phoned me a day before I was due to fly back to Australia and said he only lived 300 yards from the 
collectibles shop but had never been in there.  He further said he'd loaned the uniform to a pommy bloke running a 
small military museum in Swindon and believed that bloke had sold the uniform before leaving Swindon. 
 
Mike's family then bought the uniform back and presented it to him for his 50th birthday.  
 
Once a Ground Coverage operator, always a Ground Coverage operator! 
 



Cheers,  
Dave Morley  
10512” 
 
Until next time - go well. 
  
Cheers 
Hugh 
 
This newsletter is compiled by Hugh Bomford, Secretary of the Rhodesian Services Association.  
It contains many personal views and comments which may not always be the views of the Association or 
Committee. 
  
If for any reason you would like to be removed from the mailing list, please send an email to 
hbomford@clear.net.nz with the word ‘remove’ in the subject line or body. 


