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Greetings,  
We once again feel for our friends in Christchurch, the rock and roll capital of the world. For those of you who live 
outside New Zealand, Christchurch continues to be rattled with earthquakes, some of which are causing more 
damage. For these people there is no end in sight to nature’s unpredictability. Kia Kaha folks – stay strong. 
 
I was recently made aware that Billy Conn, who was a long serving member of the Rhodesian Army and was the 
second to last CO of the 1st Battalion Rhodesia Regiment, had a stroke in mid May. He has made some recovery 
and is in Greendale House in Howick, South Africa. Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family. 
 
Following a recent meeting of the Association’s committee Grunter Robertson has initiated a Facebook group which 
you can access by searching for Rhodesian Services Association or through this link 
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/home.php?sk=group_152017521536350  It is a closed group in order that 
control over content is retained and any undesirable behaviour will be eliminated. Having said that, we welcome 
anyone to join – as with the Association – if you have an association or interest in Rhodesia then that is what we are 
here to foster. 
 
We had contemplated a Facebook group previously, but shelved it as there was no one prepared to get it off the 
ground and administer it.  Grunter came forward with the drive, expanding on the Association's intention to gain the 
interest and involvement of the younger generation as well as those who may have stayed on in Zimbabwe post 
1980.  We have a large number of the younger generation on our mailing list, so we know they have an interest. We 
now want to foster that interest because it is that group of people who we will look to carry the flag and feed the 
flame when we have all gone, for we must preserve our historical past.  This Association was founded by former 
servicemen and women and our basic focus is to preserve the military history of Rhodesia, but, as Rhodesia was a 
pioneering country, the military was closely entwined with all parts of life there and so it is with our Association which 
you can see represented in this publication every month.  Our aim is, as always, to provide interest with anyone who 
wants to associate with us. 
 
Personally I have always held a dim view of Facebook, finding that you can waste a lot of time with it. However, if 
you view it as a big public notice board and not as a means of primary communication, then Facebook definitely has 
a useful purpose, reaching out to more people in a different medium and adding to that which we have been using. I 
fully support what Grunter has initiated and the value of this group is reflected by the fact that in the first five days of 



its existence around 100 people per day were getting signed in. This will no doubt slow down but it is indicative of 
the interest. For my part I will be making various photo albums linked to the group which will be from ANZAC Day 
parades, the RVs and museum displays. I will also load up information on the events we are involved with. 
 
While on the subject of events, please view our Events page on our website at 
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/events.htm   This web page is for you to advertise your events. Please use it and 
email me with any info that you want put there, or to alter what is there already. 
 
Stompie has informed me that there will be no articles for a few months on account of an invitation not to be missed 
involving archaeological exploration of Anglo-Boer War battle sites in the region of Ventersdorp. Stompie says that 
internet communication will be very sporadic (which I take to mean zero!) We look forward to a resumption of the 
Stompie column in due course. 
 
Finally, to our many American friends and supporters, we wish you all a happy Independence Day. 
 
 Obituaries 
Please Note that the Rhodesian Services Association holds a large Rhodesian flag for use at funerals. Please 
contact me at hbomford@clear.net.nz if required. 
 

 
Evonne Hutton writes: 
“Colonel "Mac" Willar 03/04/1922 – 25/06/2011 
Elmo Malcolm Willar passed away in the early hours of this morning.  He went into a coma at around 5pm last night, 
following illness that put him into ICU for two weeks. He passed away peacefully. 
 
He was born in Canada, served in the British army, then the Rhodesian Army before retiring.  
 
My heartfelt condolences go to his daughter Sue and the rest of the Colonel’s family.” 
 
Billy Wiggill writes: 
“With regret we inform you of the passing of our old comrade Colin Dace.  Colin passed away last Friday 27th May 
2011 from widespread cancer. The Association extends our sincere sympathy to Coleen, Peter and Janette.  
 
All resident members of the Association are encouraged to attend and say goodbye to our great Battalion 
Administration Officer. Those who remember Colin will know that his greatest concern was always the welfare of the 
men in the bush.” 
 
And also: 
 
“It is with deep regret that we advise you of the passing away of Brian Authers yesterday (Thursday 9th June 2011) 
in Gauteng. 
 
The RLI Association extends our sincere condolences to Lynn, son Mike and daughter Tracey.  We also extend 
condolences to all Brian's comrades, family and friends at this tragic and untimely loss. Condolences can be sent 
via me or directly to Brian's son Mike at the address: mikea@live.co.za 
 
Farewell soldiers 
Kind Regards  
Bill Wiggill  
CEO  
Email securarm1@absamail.co.za “ 
 
Lewis Walter writes: 
Joanna Sharland died on Saturday 4th June in Simon’s Town. She would have turned 91 on the 1st July.   
 
Roy D’Olivera wrote: 
“John Steynberg, ex-Artillery, passed away in Cape Town on 27th June 2011 after a long illness.  May he R.I.P.” 
 
 
Off The Radar  
A number of recipients find their copy of Contact! Contact! either gets completely rejected by their Internet Service 
Provider or it is consigned to their Spam Bin. It is extremely frustrating for me to have put the time and effort into 
production of this publication and then find that is not reaching the intended destinations. If you are able, please 
check your systems or have your technical people check and ensure that these addresses are cleared as ‘friendly’: 
thesecretary@rhodesianservices.org 
theeditor@rhodesianservices.org 



hbomford@clear.net.nz 
 
In a lot of cases it is work addresses that are the problem. Please check with your mates and if someone is not 
getting Contact! Contact! help them to sort the problem out. Providing us with a private email address such as 
Gmail may be the solution. 
 
The following people’s addresses are now no longer working. If anyone has comms with them please get them to 
contact me. 

• Guy Brindle – New Zealand 
• Pamela Aranyos (nee Fountain) – New Zealand 
• Stu Gilman – South Africa 
• Sheila Wheeler – South Africa 
• Bruce Drysdale - Australia 

 
 

Please remember to let us know if you are changing your email address. 
 
Museum News 
Our display area at the Classic Flyers Museum is to be moved. Due to the Classic Flyers Museum obtaining an ex 
RNZAF Skyhawk for display, the Hunter, together with all our display cabinets will be moved into a newly acquired 
hanger. This will mean we will have space for more displays. In addition, the restoration of our Alouette III will take 
place in the same hanger so visitors can view progress, and when complete, the Alouette will join the Hunter which 
together with our other displays will make a unique experience for the visitor. 
 
We expect to move the Alouette from Hamilton to the Classic Flyers in August. We expect to be moving the 
displays around August/September. We will need a work party for the big move and locals will be contacted in the 
usual manner to get volunteers. 
 
We welcome these changes which (once the hard work is complete), will give us an even better area of display. 
 
October RV 21st – 23rd October 2011 
Those of you wanting to attend this year’s RV need to secure accommodation as soon as possible on account of 
the Rugby World Cup drawing to a close on the 23rd October. 
 
We are working on all the details and the plan so far is detailed below. There may be some adjustments which will 
be notified in the next newsletter. We have not completed our budgeting yet, but we hope to be able to keep the 
registration cost for the RV similar to last year’s which was $35 per head which includes $10 Rhodesian Services 
Association annual membership.  
 
Programme for the weekend 
Friday 21st October. From 4.30pm the Garrison Club at the 6th Battalion (Hauraki) Group is open for an evening of 
socialising. We will show the RWC game being played for 3rd and 4th place on the big screen which starts around 
8.30pm. There will be food and drink available at very reasonable rates. 
Saturday 22nd October. There will be a golf tournament in the morning. The RV will kick off with assembly and 
welcome from 2.30pm. The annual auction is not to be missed (as those of you who have attended in the past well 
know!) 
Sunday 23rd. From 11am we will have the AGM at the Classic Flyers Museum followed by an excellent meal and 
free range of the whole museum complex. Wind up is around 2.30pm. 
Monday the 24th is a Public Holiday. 
 
We look forward to seeing many of the regulars once again and hope that many new faces will put in an 
appearance. We have interest from quite a few people in Australia. 
 
This event is not to be missed, it is a great opportunity to kick back and have a good time. Everyone is most 
welcome to attend. 
 
Grunter’s Good Oil 
Greetings everyone  
To start off this month I would like to congratulate Adam Rouse, son of Dave Rouse (ex Trelawney) who took the 
field for England as 12th Man against Sri Lanka recently. Another fellow countryman who has a great a future at the 
highest level and we wish him all the best. 
 
By the time you read this you will probably have just seen, or are about to see, the Super 15 semi-final where the 
Stormers host the Crusaders and the Reds host the Blues in Brisbane.  At last the tournament has come alive and 
next month we will analyse the semis and the finals. 
 



As mentioned last month, we are starting to look at a few items from our past sporting history.  I have a "blast from 
the past" that although you may already know, is certainly worth bringing up again. 
 
Des Van Jaarsveldt MBE - The Bald Eagle  
Des van Jaarsveldt is the only Rhodesian to have captained the Springboks. He did this against Scotland in 1960. In 
2003, a gap of forty three years, was the next time that Scotland played South Africa, in South Africa, and Des 
travelled from his home near the Victoria Falls to be at the Test in Durban to watch the Boks win 29-25. 
 
That match in 1960 was in Port Elizabeth and Van Jaarsveldt, then bordering on veteran status, captained a young 
Springbok team to an 18-10 victory in the first Test ever played at the new Port Elizabeth ground, the Boet Erasmus 
Stadium down Happy Valley way. 
 
When he was made captain, ‘The Transvaaler’, a newspaper now defunct, announced: "It is a sad day for South 
African rugby when the country has to seek its rugby captain from beyond its borders in a strange land." 
 

 
From ‘Rhodesia Rugby’ by Jonty Winch 

 
In 1960, Scotland, captained by Gordon Waddell (who later became a member of the South African parliament), 
started with the test in Port Elizabeth, Van Jaarsveld, dubbed the Bald Eagle because his curls departed early, was 
chosen as flank and captain.  In that side were some young players destined to make big names for themselves - 
Jannie Engelbrecht, John Gainsford, Dave Stewart and Doug Hopwood. 
 
South Africa had a moderate match, scoring four tries to two. Hugo van Zyl on the flank scored two tries, Van 
Jaarsveld another when he swooped on a ball lying loose and dashed over behind the posts. 
 
Van Jaarsveld was not the first Rhodesian to play for the Springboks, but he was the only one to captain them - 
unless you count Gary Teichmann and Bobby Skinstad who grew up in Rhodesia before moving to South Africa 
when still schoolboys. 
 
When Fred Allen brought his All Blacks to South Africa in 1949, Rhodesia played them twice, winning once and 
drawing once. Van Jaarsveld did not play in those teams but he had been chosen for the first time for Rhodesia, as 
a wing, in 1947.  He played for them until 1962, moving from the wing to the fringes of the scrum. In all he played for 
Rhodesia sixty two times. He played on the wing for Rhodesia against the Wallabies in 1953, drawing one and 
losing the other, but he was a flank and eighthman against the 1955 Lions for Rhodesia and for the Junior 
Springboks in Bloemfontein when those great Lions beat them 15-12 and Van Jaarsveld scored a try. 
 
In Van Jaarsveld's time Rhodesian rugby was strong and they competed against the provinces of South Africa in 
the Currie Cup. They took on touring teams and gave them a tough old time.  
 



 
From ‘Rhodesia Rugby’ by Jonty Winch 

 
Desmond Charles van Jaarsveld, was born in Bulawayo on March 31, 1929.  Apart from rugby, Van Jaarsveld 
represented Rhodesia at athletics and boxing. After his playing days he coached Rhodesia and became the 
President of the Rhodesian Rugby Union. 
 
Des Van Jaarsveld MBE can quite rightly be placed amongst the great sportsman that our nation produced, and 
was certainly one of Rhodesia's finest sons in all aspects of his life. 
 
I would be interested to know what subjects you would like to see in this column, let me know your thoughts on 
email fourstreams@clear.net.nz   
 
Regards, 
Grunter 
 
 
 

 Dateline Rhodesia 1890 – 1980  
by Gerry van Tonder 

 
July 

 
Newsflash Headlines +++ 13 July 1923 Agreement reached that the BSA Company be paid £3,750,000 as a full 
settlement to pave the way for Responsible Government in Southern Rhodesia +++ 25 July 1945 Rhodesian men 
repatriated from the South East Asia Command arrive home in Bulawayo +++  21 July 1947 Prime Minister Godfrey 
Huggins flies to Pretoria to meet with his South African counterpart General Smuts +++  27 July 1949 Rhodesia 
rugby XV beat touring All Blacks 10-8 +++ 3 July 1953 2nd Battalion Royal Rhodesia Regiment mounts Guard of 
Honour for Queen Mother at Rhodes Centenary Exhibition in Bulawayo +++ 3 July 1959 Salisbury Municipal Health 
Department launches massive three month polio immunisation programme +++ 9 July 1960 Prime Minister Roy 
Welensky announces that Federal troops have been called up for possible deployment to the crisis in the Congo 
+++ 19 July 1967 The Reserve Bank of Rhodesia smashes sanctions by printing a new issue £1 note +++ 30 July 
1974 In the general election the Rhodesian Front secure all fifty white seats +++ 22 July 1978 Combined operations 
report 106 terrorists killed in several parts of the country +++  
 
In Brief  



On 20 July 1910, at a meeting of the Planters' Association, Percy Inskipp of the BSA Company gave an undertaking 
that if the majority of the country's tobacco growers agreed to use the warehouse auctions, then the Company 
would desist buying directly from producers.  This was agreed to, and six months later it became official that 
Rhodesia's tobacco would only be sold through the auction system. 
 

 
Rhodesian cigarette advert 1943. 

 
The Government Gazette of 17 July 1936 announced the official formation of the Air Section, Southern Rhodesia 
Defence Force. Four days later, six teenagers left for RAF Halton, England, to undergo training as aircraft 
mechanics. 
 
During the night of Thursday 5 July 1973, a group of seventeen ZANLA terrorists kidnapped 273 people, mostly 
children, from St Albert's Mission near Centenary.  It took Security Forces two weeks of running engagements with 
the terrorists before all the abductees were eventually rescued. 
 
Operation Griffin: July 1968  

 
RLI 2 Cdo. Trooper on border control in the Valley, pre 1972. 

 
Prior to the landmark ZANLA attack on Altena Farm in Centenary in December 1972, elements of Rhodesia's 
regular armed forces were engaged in border control duties, primarily in the Zambezi Valley. During this period in 



the late 1960s, ZAPU and SAANC cadres were crossing into the country, resulting in several highly successful 
operations by the Security Forces. 
 
On 13 July, 28 ZAPU terrorists crossed the Zambezi south of Chirundu, with the intention of heading for Hartley. 
However, one of the gang got lost and, handing himself in at the BSAP Chirundu, precipitated the deployment of 
elements of the South African Police (SAP) and 3 Commando Rhodesian Light Infantry (RLI).  'E' Company 1 
Rhodesian African Rifles (RAR) was also in the area. 
 
Lt. Jeremy Strong and his 3 Commando Troop were deployed by helicopter, reaching the area at six that evening. 
At first light the next day, they found fresh tracks of about thirty terrorists in a dry river bed. Placing sections of men 
on either side of the river gorge, Strong set off in the middle with another section, with a National Parks tracker 
leading the way.  As they approached a bend, the tracker expressed reluctance to proceed any further, as he was 
firmly of the opinion that their quarry was waiting for them just metres ahead. 
 
He was right.  About twenty metres from their position a group of about ten terrorists had secured a position in a 
cave, with further emplacements on either side of the gorge. 
 
The call-sign rapidly became pinned down under very heavy rifle, machine-gun and rocket fire from more than one 
terrorist position. With assistance from an armed helicopter, flown by Squadron Leader Norman Walsh, and 
reinforcements provided from the sides of the gulley, the soldiers were able to pull back and link up with the SAP 
and 2nd Lt. Ron Marillier's RAR platoon. 
 
The helicopters took several hits as they assisted the ground troops, including casevacing two wounded RLI 
Troopers. One such mission was carried out in very dangerous conditions at night by Norman Walsh. 
 
As the day progressed, one call-sign remained pinned down, in spite of added air support in the form of Frantans 
from Provosts based at FAF 2, Kariba.  At 19:30 that night, darkness eventually allowed the embattled troops to pull 
out with their casualties.  RLI, PATU and SAP call-signs set up night ambushes both in the riverbed and at the top 
of the gorge. 
 
Early the next morning, WO II Al Tourle of 3 Commando, accounted for four terrorists. Provost pilots Tony Smit and 
Ken Law again dropped Frantans on the terrorist positions in the riverbed, followed by a sweep by 12 Troop and 14 
Troop under 3 Commando OC Maj. Rob Southey. Another two terrorists were found and killed, but by this time the 
rest had made good their escape, leaving ten of their dead behind.  The action had lasted 26 hours.  
 

 
 

 
On 20 July, Al Tourle and his men accounted for a further nine terrorists, many as a result of a fire started by 
phosphorus grenades setting off the terrorists' supply of ammunition.  A subsequent contact resulted in five more 
kills.  A final terrorist was captured three days later and it was assumed one had managed to evade the Security 
Forces. 
 



Operation Griffin was officially closed on 26 July 1968.  Security Forces lost one killed in action, Constable du Toit 
of the SAP, and six were wounded. 
 
The operation was deemed very successful, thanks largely to the combined efforts of regular troops of the RLI and 
RAR; RhAF air support, troop transport and casevacing; the BSAP and its anti-terrorist wing PATU; the South 
African Police (SAP); and trackers from the Department of National Parks and Wild Life Management. 
 
The outstanding bravery in action and under heavy enemy fire during this short-lived operation would be recognised 
in the Bronze Cross of Rhodesia citations of no fewer than five members of the Security Forces; three from the 
Rhodesia Light Infantry, and one from each of the Rhodesian Air Force and the Rhodesian African Rifles. 
 

        
This is the late Lt. Albert Knight ‘Al’ Tourle’s miniature medal group: Bronze Cross of Rhodesia, Rhodesian 

General Service Medal, Queen’s Medal for Shooting. Photo from the Tourle family collection. 
 

   
Air Force Bronze Cross Army Bronze Cross 

Across the Globe 
• On 20 July 1969 Neil Armstrong becomes the first man to walk on the moon 
• On 28 July 1914 Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia, precipitating World War I 
• On 1 July 1918, 20 000 British soldiers were killed as English Forces went over the trenches at The Somme  

 
And…  
…in July 1946, French designer Louis Reard introduced the Bikini swimsuit! 
 
 
What’s On In New Zealand? 
 
AUCKLAND 
If you reside in the Auckland area please email Wolf and Alison Hucke at whucke@slingshot.co.nz for more details 
of the monthly social meetings. Generally these are on the third Saturday of the month either at the Hobsonville 
RSA or the Massey Archery Club, Redhills Road, Massey. All are most welcome.  
 
Next gathering is at the Hobsonville RSA on Saturday 6th July from 6pm onwards. The kitchen will be open for 
reasonably priced meals. Please take the opportunity to catch up with friends and past acquaintances. 
 
TAURANGA 
The Garrison Club run by the 6th Battalion (Hauraki) Group Regimental Association, is open every Friday from 16:00 
hrs and welcomes visitors. ‘Graze and Movie Evenings’ are held on the 2nd Friday of every month with proceeds 
being donated to the Hauraki Museum. Email me at hbomford@clear.net.nz to get on that mailing list to see what is 
on and notification of any changes. As noted elsewhere in this publication, other social meetings take place which 
are advertised locally via email. 
 
HAMILTON 



Hamiltonians - please contact Tinka Mushett email mushett@slingshot.co.nz or cell +64 21 722 922 for details of 
socials being planned in your area. 
 
 

Make a note on the calendar right now! 
 
 
CQ Store visit www.rhodesianservices.org/The%20Shop.htm to see what is in store for 
you 
Please give our CQ Store consideration when buying a present for friends or family. Use the link above to go to the 
CQ Store page and from there you can navigate to the different sections which are also duplicated below for your 
convenience. 
 
The CQ Store pages have been updated and altered so that you can easily browse through our extensive range of 
quality products. Profits from the sale of these items go towards the Museum Fund. 
 
All prices are in NZ$ and do not include postage. 
 
To order: Email thecqstore@rhodesianservices.org  with your requirements. We will get it weighed and priced and 
get back to you with a total. 
 
PayPal: If you elect payment by PayPal, we will bill you from thecqstore@rhodesianservices.org  
 
Please Note: We can only process credit cards via PayPal. We do not accept postal orders or Western Union 
transfers.  For overseas sales we prefer payment by PayPal, personal or bank cheque. We can accept personal 
cheques from most countries with the exception of South Africa. Rest assured, if you want to make a purchase we 
will make a plan to enable you to pay! 
 

  Clothing - shirts, jackets, caps, beanies, aprons, and regimental ties.  
 

  Berets & Badges - most Rhodesian units available. 
 

   Medals & Ribbons - an extensive range. 
 

   Posters & Maps - high quality reproductions. 
 

   Other goods - flags, bumper stickers, lighters, and more, as well as quality products direct from our 
contributing supporters. 
 
New Product 
In our ‘Other Goods’ section we have just listed these 550 Paracord Survival Bracelets with Whistle. They are hand 
tied by Colin Logie using genuine US Military style 7 strand 550 paracord - so called as it can hold up to 550lbs 
(aprox. 250kg.)  The seven inner core strands can be removed from the outer sleeve, each core strand can hold 
approx. 70lbs (31.75kg) and the outer can hold about 100lbs (45kg). The average bracelet holds about 2.7m of 
paracord. The side release buckle incorporates a whistle. 



 
They can be used in countless emergency and survival situations providing a convenient and stylish way to carry 
paracord and always be prepared for out door activities, survival and emergency situations. 
 

 
 
Colours available:  

                       
         Multi Camo, Desert Camo, Random Camo, Blue Camo, Purple Camo.         Neon Pink, Black, Neon 
Green, Red, Electric Blue. 
 
To order measure your wrist around your wrist bone and add 4cm for a snug fit. 
 
Price $15 plus postage 
 
Time is running out if you want to enter our “Rugby Jersey Competition”…… 
 
Three competitions with prizes available: 
You can enter all three competitions but only one entry per competition and the photo must be clear enough to 
identify that it is a Rhodesian Services Assn Rhodesian rugby jersey (we know what our authentic copies look like). 
Photos to thecqstore@rhodesianservices.org  

1. Send in a photo of yourself wearing one of our rugby jerseys in attendance at any Rugby World Cup game. 
2. Send in a photo of yourself wearing one of our rugby jerseys in attendance at any Rugby World Cup 

gathering – i.e. a pub where a game is being shown. 
3. Be able to demonstrate proof that you were seen on TV wearing one of our jerseys at one of the games and 

if you were waving a Rhodesian flag there will be a bonus. Entry for this is reliant on credible witnesses - 
video evidence would be perfect. 

 
Prizes for each part of the competition will be a ‘Quartermaster’s Braai Pack’ consisting of a braai apron, cap and 
polo shirt each with the embroidery of your choice i.e. Lion & Tusk, Rhodesian Coat of Arms or Flame Lily. 
 
So lets have your orders for our authentic Rhodesian Rugby jerseys in short or long sleeve, all at the excellent price 
of NZ$125 plus postage.  
 

 
Books for Africa 
I again remind you that all the books and audio visual disks that I stock and sell are listed at 
www.rhodesianservices.org/Books.htm  these sales are my own hobby and income from sales is directed to me and 
not the Rhodesian Services Association.  However, the Association does benefit indirectly from these sales. A great 
selection of books, many with a Rhodesian connection, can be found on the link above. 
 
Stocks of the eagerly awaited book ‘The Search for Puma 164 – Operation Uric and the assault on Mapai’ by 
Neill Jackson and Rick van Malsen are a bit slow in getting here. I have noted those wanting a copy, please be 
patient folks, the postal service in Africa runs at a different pace to this part of the world and as soon as they arrive I 
will be getting hold of you. 
 
Also on the way is a book that has a significant Rhodesian connection as many of our WWII veterans served with 
the 6th South African Armoured Division. ‘Come Back to Portofino - Through Italy with the 6th South African 
Armoured Division’ by James Bourhill has recently been published by 30 Degrees South Publishing and will be 
priced at NZ$60 plus postage. 



 

 
Specs: Hardback, 544 pages, 234mm x 153mm 120 b/w photos, maps. 
 
Using archival sources and private documents recently unearthed, Come Back to Portofino chronicles the journey 
taken by the volunteers in the 6th South African Armoured Division. From training camps in Egypt through to the 
idyllic summer of 1945 the ‘Div’ left its mark on towns and villages across Italy. From Monte Cassino to the outskirts 
of Venice and Milan, the campaign lasted exactly twelve months.  During the advance through Rome up to 
Florence, it was a case of constant movement and violent contact with the enemy. 
 
Experiences which left an enduring impression on returned soldiers included the periods of rest at Siena and Lucca 
as well as the four miserable winter months in the northern Apennines. Overall, the casualty rate was surprisingly 
low considering the ideal ambush country and mountain defences which had to be overcome.  In the rifle 
companies however, the rate of attrition was high and replacements were few.  Among the South Africans who are 
buried in Italy, there are those who died in vehicle accidents, from drowning and falling out of windows or from 
suicide.  For the ordinary soldier the most important part of everyday life was contact with home or foraging for food 
and wine, and even enjoying the company of signorine when operations permitted.  Nevertheless, it was not one 
long happy camping trip as was often portrayed in the press.  The cast is made up of the famous regiments and 
ordinary South Africans who participated in these epic events. 
 

Please use the page link www.rhodesianservices.org/Books.htm  to view our stock of excellent books. 
When buying for someone else you cannot beat a good book as a gift. 

 
 
 
 

 The Rhodesia Regiment – Book Project   
 
We are nearing the end of completing the main body of the content of this book and it has been one hell of a task, 
and there is still a way to go. Nearly 200 people have submitted material so far; seven very dedicated people are 
involved with in-depth research and assembly of the material. The publishing team are aiming at publication in 
2012. This project has turned into a true team effort and the individual contributions are amazing. I thank everyone 
who has put their shoulder to the wheel.  
 
The last pieces of written material are coming in now and unless it is something we have specifically asked for or is 
of great interest we, are now editing and proof reading the main body. 
 
Work continues on the photos, illustrations and material for the various Rolls which must be received by the end of 
November 2011. Don’t forget - scans at 300dpi please. 
 
We still need your help with the compilation of the following records. These lists have never been attempted before. 
All details are important to us and so anything that you can assist with will be of value. 

• A complete list of Honours and Awards made to soldiers serving in the Rhodesia Regiment 1898–1980 
• A full list of all Battalion and Independent Company OCs, 2ICs and RSMs 

 
In future newsletters I will ask for anything specific that we require. Currently we need: 

• Photos of 6th Battalion Rhodesia Regiment soldiers wearing the full size silver Rhodesia Regiment badge 
(shown below) on their berets. It has long been recorded that 6RR wore silver badges (not to be confused 
with the silver collar badge, smaller than the full size badge) that officers wore. We only have one photo 
showing one soldier with the silver badge and we want more as well as any background or account as to 
why 6RR did this. 



 
 
Please send any material to Hugh Bomford hbomford@clear.net.nz 
 
We owe it to our forefathers, our mates and ourselves to produce this book. Don’t live to regret 

not being involved. 
 
 
The Global Forked Stick – Snippets and Requests 
 
Rhodesia Regiment Belt Buckles for Sale 
Mike Vivier has these quality belt buckles for sale. They are very good value at $24.95 plus postage each. He can 
also supply a hand made leather belts which means that for less than $50 you can hold your pants up in style. Email 
Mike at mike_joVivier@xtra.co.nz or go on line to his website at www.bucklesandtees.co.nz Mike contributes to the 
Rhodesian Services Assn from every sale of his Rhodesian related stock. 
 

 
 
Mike is keen to see if any other units would be interested in having belt buckles made. This would need support of 
numbers to be viable. Please email him. 
 
Roan Antelope Music special for July 2011 
Dear Friends,  
Now what has the city of Seattle far away in the USA got to do with this month’s special from Roan Antelope Music?  
Well the city of Seattle was named after Red Indian Chief Seattle.  He was one of the most respected chiefs of all 
time in that he was a great conservationist and took on the President of the United States with a famous letter 
criticising the behaviour of the colonists and settlers regarding their disregard for the environment.  They brought 
the logging industry that denuded the forests, the hunters that ruthlessly annihilated the bison; there was no control 
until that famous letter!  Here is part of it: 
 
“How do you own the warmth of the land, the sparkle of the water? This is bound to us!  We do not understand!  
The animals and the prairie; they belong to everyone.  The white man comes and takes what he needs and moves 
on. Nature is his enemy, not his friend. If we sell you our land, care for it as we care for it, love it like we love it and 
with all your heart preserve it for your children; for when all the animals are gone, Man will die of a great loneliness 
of spirit. For what happens to the animals happens to man.  All things are connected!”  
 
Chief Seattle was also a great peacemaker and mediator. Before he died he became a Christian. His legacy lives 
on and he is saluted in a song which is contained on this month’s special.  
 
Of late, rhino poaching has taken a leading role on the wildlife stage. This is nothing new, it has been going on from 
Biblical times and will continue until the rhino become extinct unless stopped. In 1988 Roan Antelope Music 
released their album “Wild and Beautiful and Free”, sixteen songs about nature conservation.  One of the songs 
“Chipimbiri” (Shona for rhinoceros) was a song John Edmond wrote to salute the dedicated rangers who 
translocated forty Black Rhino from Rhodesia’s northern border with Mozambique to a safer location in the southern 
Ghona-Re-Zhou Game reserve in 1970.  In fact John had written this song way back in 1973 to create awareness of 
the rhinos’ plight and proceeds were given to the Elephant and Rhino foundation and the Percy Fitzpatrick Memorial 
Trust. 
 
At Roan Antelope, we would like to continue this awareness through our music and as a support to the awareness 
of these causes Roan are offering a special on our CD ‘Wild and Beautiful and Free’, The special runs from 1 July 
to 31 July 2011. Prices Include postage: SA R135.00  UK R240  USA R235  AUS R275  NZ R280 
 
Roan Antelope Music www.johnedmond.co.za  
E-mail info@johnedmond.co.za  



Tel.  +27 (0) 14735 0774 / +27 (0) 71 699 0362 or fax order to +27 (0) 86 273 5492  
 
Renaming of the RLI Museum in Bedford, England 
Vic Walker writes: 
“This is to advise you that the Museum at Bedford has been extended to include items from all the Rhodesian 
forces and services that participated in the Rhodesian War.  It also includes items relating to units other than 
Rhodesian in which a large number of Rhodesians served in other wars and campaigns, e.g. 44 (Rhodesia) 
Squadron Royal Air Force during WWII.  The Museum is therefore now officially named as “The Rhodesia at War 
Exhibition”.  It is intended to widen the scope of this Exhibition to include the Shona and Ndebele Uprisings, WWI 
(RNR), WWII (Burma – RAR, and the Long Range Desert Group – in which a large number of Rhodesians served), 
The Canal Zone and the Malaya Campaign, depending on what items and artefacts can be acquired; any donations 
will be gratefully accepted.  
 
Martyn Hudson is now the full-time Curator of the Museum and the Manager of the RAF Association Club that 
houses the Exhibition.  He and John Hopkins will form the Museum Sub-Committee on the RAA EXCO. 
 
Regards and tsalani bwino  
Vic Walker  
Chairman RAA (UK) EXCO 
 
Rhodesian Model Display in Taupo. 
Paul Napier writes: 
“My model railway/diorama titled ‘1970’s Rhodesia, A Country at War’ has been accepted for display at the Taupo 
Hobby Expo 2011 
Date: Saturday 23rd July 1000 - 1700 hrs and Sunday 24th July 0900 – 1500 hrs. 
Venue: Taupo Events Centre, Taupo. 
 
The layout will feature armoured railway rolling stock, Security Force vehicles and RhAF aircraft.” 
 
Editor’s note: 
Paul is a Kiwi and who has given our museum projects a lot of support. Having seen some of his models I would 
recommend anyone in Taupo on that weekend to go and have a look. 
 
Rhodesian Security Force Plaque Collection 
Erik Eilertsen writes: 
“My collection of plaques has been posted on this website 
http://empiretocommonwealth.webs.com/rhodesianarmyee.htm so now I am able to share the collection with all of 
you. I am in the process of replacing some of the poorer images with better ones. 
 
The entire Empire to Commonwealth site is very interesting if you are interested in military badges, insignia and 
associated items from the colonial era and, while some have remained virtually unchanged, many of them have 
evolved over the years since the Empire was taken apart. The Air Force and Naval sections are extremely colourful. 
 
Hope you enjoy the site after you have looked at “my” contribution.  Any comments or corrections about my 
collection will be gladly received. Please note that this shows my collection and does not pretend to represent every 
single unit of the Rhodesian Security Forces. 
 
All the best to you all, 
Erik Eilertsen 
Email eriktheready@telkomsa.net  
 
The BSAP DVDs 
To order or obtain information on a DVD showing the preparations and unveiling of the BSAP memorial in the 
National Memorial Arboretum, Staffordshire, England on the Ordering or obtaining information on a DVD showing 
the preparations and unveiling of the BSAP memorial in the National Memorial Arboretum, Staffordshire, England 
on the 25th July 2010 as well as a forthcoming documentary titled The BSAP Remembered can be done by 
emailing: BSAPDVD@aol.com or postal: Group D ViDETEC, PO Box 33, Nuneaton, Warwickshire CV11 9GT, 
England. 
 
Choppertech by Gordon ‘Beaver’ Shaw 



 
 

Gordon ‘Beaver’ Shaw was born in Gwelo, Southern Rhodesia in 1955 to Alan and Eileen Shaw.  His Grandfather 
being one of Southern Rhodesia's early pioneers settling in the Country in 1890. 
 
In this book, Beaver Shaw sifts through mounds of log book entries and other information that he has gathered from 
friends over many years. He has added his flying logbook entries as they appear in his logbook as a reference and 
guide to his book. 
 
He writes his book as he remembers it, and has used words and phrases that they used during the war days; and 
therefore he will not apologise for any of the wording and for not being politically correct.  
 
This book may offend some and may bring back many memories for others….  
 
Good or bad, these fortunately or unfortunately, were the days of war and this is a book of his days….  fighting a 
terrorist war! 
 
Choppertech is a book that lets facts speak for themselves, showing ultimately that the truth is no less amazing than 
fiction and that the scars never heal. 
 
To order: Email Mimi Cawood on canic@mweb.co.za  or yebomimi@gmail.com  
Cost: R350.00 per book plus postage. 
 
Paint ball with makonya Rhodesians. 
Rob Bates wrote to me a while ago: 
“Don't like to brag but four of us Rhodesian vets, all in our 50's and 60's attended a paintball session at Kumeu as 
part of a stag party on Saturday.  We four were put with eight young guys (who took one look at us, rolled their eyes 
and shook their heads) in one team of twelve.  The other team had nine young bucks and three older guys.  You'll 
be interested to know that our team won the match 3-2 in what turned out to be some serious tactical fighting!  This 
was in spite of us four vets including one with advanced arthritis, one who had a recent knee op and has gout on 
occasions, one who had a heart attack just over a year ago and one who was recently diagnosed with a serious 
muscular disorder - all true - no lies.  
 
In the final session, of the last three people standing out of twenty four, two of them were Rhodesian vets!  Tells a 
story doesn't it?  And the look on the faces of those youngsters - priceless! “ 
 
Bazil Cuthbert 
Manuel Ferreira writes: 
“My friend Paul is looking for a photo of his father Bazil Cuthbert with the terrorist Commander Mudzimu Ndiringi 
who he killed.  Paul’s father was with the Royal Rhodesia Regiment and then PATU.  Bazil was from Umvukwes. 
 
The article about the shooting that was published in the Rhodesian Herald is below.   
 
Regards,  
Manuel Ferreira 
Email manuelferreira@eject.co.za ” 
 



 
 
Spike Powell 



Harry Fecitt sent in this piece about a man with a Rhodesian connection who some of you must have served with. 
 

 
 

 
Forthcoming BBC Documentary - Viscount Down. 
Keith Nell, author of 'Viscount Down', the self published book which will go on sale in September 2011 writes: 
"The BBC invited Peter Stiff and myself to assist in preparing a radio documentary of the Viscount disasters and the 
Rhodesian situation toward the end of the war.  The interview, due to be broadcast at the end of July 2011, was 
held at the BBC studios yesterday and will be very successful if they include the sensitive issues Peter and I raised.  
Besides the Viscount disasters that featured prominently and the effect they had on the country, other issues 
included what it's like to be without a country now; Rhodesia's stand-alone fight against communist terrorists; the 
stance of the American and British governments of the era; Russian and Chinese backing for Nkomo and Mugabe; 
how Mugabe won post war elections and then murdered 30,000 Matabele with his 5th Brigade; the forthcoming 
2012 Commemoration event; the British banning of Rhodesian attendance at the Cenotaph in the UK to honour our 
fallen." 
 
Seeking Neil ‘Tex’ Brown 
Anyone who has comms with Tex who was ex Guinea Fowl, wounded in action with Intake 152 and was a 
Magistrate, please ask him to email me hbomford@clear.net.nz 
 
Seeking the family of the late Jim Henry 
Anyone knowing the family of the late Jim Henry of the Long Range Desert Group, killed in action in the Western 
Desert in 1943 please contact Craig Fourie on rhodesia@telkomsa.net  
 
Seeking Graham Noble ex Sandhurst. 



Beverley Meekings writes: 
“I am trying to contact Major Graham Noble ex D Company, 1st Battalion Rhodesia African Rifles  
 
He came to RMA Sandhurst in 1966 and was a member of Alamein Company Intake 39.  Unfortunately, as a result 
of UDI, his training at Sandhurst was cut short and he had to return to Rhodesia. I have found a reference to 
Graham in a report about Operation Mardon in Rhodesia in 1976.  
 
My husband, Alan Meekings, was a member of the same Company and we are trying to trace all the other members 
to let them know about the reunion in 2012. 
 
We last had contact with him in 1992 in Harare. There was a 25th Anniversary Reunion for the former members of 
Alamein Company in 1992.  At that time Graham was living in Harare and was unable to attend the reunion.  There 
is a possibility that Graham has subsequently moved to Australia. 
 
If anyone can help please could you pass on my contact details or email me per details below. 
 
Many thanks  
Best wishes  
Beverley Meekings 
Email beverley@meekings.demon.co.uk “ 
 
Seeking Marilyn Grobelaar 
Tony Ballinger writes: 
“I am looking for Marilyn Grobelaar (I am not sure if this is the correct spelling of her surname) who later became 
Marilyn Stockdale. Marilyn left Vic. Falls in the late 1970's and moved to Inyanga where she worked full/part-time for 
the Montclair Hotel, in the casino.  She then married John Stockdale and they bought a farm in Cumberland Valley, 
Juliasdale.   
 
That is the last I have ever heard of her.  Maybe someone from the ex farming community knows their 
whereabouts? 
 
Many thanks,  
Tony Ballinger 
Email tony@ballinger5422.freeserve.co.uk “ 
 
Leonidas Androuliakos BCR (posthumous) 
Adrian Haggett writes: 
“Does anyone have any recollection of the details surrounding the death in action of Leonidas Androuliakos or 
anything about the man himself? His daughter was eighteen months old when he was killed and I am trying to help 
her find out more about her Dad 
 
It is recorded that he was killed at what appears to be a locstat TM 119599. If anyone can help with this it would be 
very helpful as well. 
 
His details: 
Surname: Androuliakos 
First name: Leonidas 
Regimental number: PR65886 
Rank: Cpl. 
Awards: Bronze Cross of Rhodesia (posthumous) awarded 8/12/1978 
Unit: 9th Battalion Rhodesia Regiment 
Other details: KIA on 28th March 1978 at TM 119599 in the Repulse area whilst assisting a 3 Cdo. RLI in a fire force 
action.” 
 
Adrian is a noted researcher. Please email him at adrian@skiphire.co.bw  
 
Medics Course Photo from Llewellin 1978 
Douglas Thomson writes: 
“I am trying to locate a copy of our passing out photos from the MA3 course at Llewellin Barracks from April/May 
1978. I did the MA3 course and was in intake 160” 
 
If you can help please email Douglas at dtho197473@aol.co.uk  A copy of this photo would be of interest for the 
Rhodesia Regiment book project as well please. 
 
School of Infantry National Service Course Photo Project  
Stewart Fairburn writes: 



“I have started to bring together all the course photographs from the National Service Officer courses.  Once 
completed, the photos will be made available on the web and a great piece of Rhodesian history will have been 
preserved.  We are aiming to re-create the photo collection that was held in our lecture theatre at the School. 
 
We need your photos – so please find your scanners and start copying! 
 
Please can you scan any course photos you may have at a resolution of above 300 DPI and send them to 
stewartfairbairn@bigpond.com Every contribution will be acknowledged and you will have been part of a wonderful 
piece of Rhodesiana.” 
 
Staff Corps Group Photo 
Can anyone help Craig Fourie with identifying this photo i.e. who , where, when? Please email Craig at 
rhodesia@telkomsa.net if you can help. 
 

 
 
Planking Elephant 
For the uninitiated ‘planking’ is a craze whereby a person lies flat out in an unusual place and gets a photo taken, 
you will probably have seen it on the news or on the internet. Well, this is how jumbos do it. Thanks to Dr Alastair 
MacKenzie for sending this in. 
 

 
Until next time - go well. 
Cheers Hugh 
 



                                                                                 
Celebrate ‘Rhodesia Day’* on the 11th November each year.    

*The concept of ‘Rhodesia Day’ was brought to my attention by Eddy Norris and family. During the 90 year 
life of Rhodesia we experienced the best of times and the worst of times. I encourage everyone to use this 

day to remember the good times and to spend time remembering those who are no longer with us. 
 
You can make a donation to the Rhodesian Services Association by clicking on our 'Collection Hat' below which is a 
typical slouch hat of the type used by the Rhodesian Army up until the 1960’s. Click on the hat (or this link 
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MLMB2B8Y2UY3G ) and if you are 
registered with PayPal the process will be immediate. If you are not a PayPal member you will be given instruction 
on how to make a credit card payment via PayPal. Thank you - every bit helps. 
 

 
 
This newsletter is compiled by Hugh Bomford, Newsletter Editor of the Rhodesian Services Association.  
It contains many personal views and comments which may not always be the views of the Association or 
Committee. 
  
This newsletter is being sent to registered subscribers. To unsubscribe press this link UNSUBSCRIBE 
 and send the email. 


