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Honouring those who sérved Rhodesia:

They rest from their labours

and the memory of their
deeds shall remain.
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I have lived amongst men,

Who have stood by my side and would do it again.

We trained to be soldiers, we learned to be friends,

We faced life together, all that fate ever sends.

Sometimes | struggled to be as brave as the rest,

Then | conquered my fears and passed every test.

I was proud in their company, especially when

We stood shoulder to shoulder, | have lived amongst men.
The men | call comrades, during all of those years,

In fun and in laughter, in horror and tears,

Were the best that our country could ever have raised.
We were cursed by opponents and then occasionally praised.
We fought for the causes we thought were for good.

We held our positions and fought where we stood.

| rejoice in my memories, | recall now and then,

For I followed the code and I've lived amongst men.

Composed by Clive Sanders and reproduced with permission.



FROM OUR INBOX

New book -

A Monkey's Wedding: A Pioneering Family’s
Seven-Generation Saga Across Southern Africa

Stuart Lloyd's family memoir spans seven
generations across Southern Africa, from the arrival
of the Pioneer Column in 1890, through the
'‘Rhodesian Bush War' and beyond. Stuart is proud to

have ‘double representation’ in the Pioneer Column, through George Frederick Seymour
(great-grandfather on maternal side) and Henry Llewellyn Lloyd (great-grandfather on
paternal side). At its heart, it is a story of ordinary people caught up in extraordinary times
- settlers, soldiers and police officers who helped shape a nation.

This is how his family’s connection with Rhodesia began.
In March 1890, Kimberley became the mustering and
training point for the BSA Company Police (BSACP), a
mounted infantry unit tasked with protecting Cecil
Rhodes's Pioneer Force. A tent city of men, horses, and
material spoiling for action. Within weeks, 350 troops, 47
wagons of equipment, and 123 wagons of civilians —
government officials and prospectors, including Henry
Lloyd — staged north through Macloutsie toward an
uncharted interior.

A young man with sharp features and piercing eyes was
making a nuisance of himself. George Seymour had just
turned 17 and had not been selected for the force. So he
decided to tag along anyway. Eventually an officer,
exasperated, said something along the lines of, 'Alright, if
you're so darned keen to join, we'll have you." And so
George Seymour became Trooper #399, E Troop, BSACP
— rearguard at Macloutsie Camp. His weekly pay was a
modest 7 shillings and 6 pence.

He cut quite a dashing sight in uniform: a Martini Henry
rifle with a bandolier of ammunition slung over his

Henry Lloyd



shoulder, a Webley
revolver at his belt,
and an axe — both
tool and weapon.
Brown cord tunic,
grey flannel shirt, grey
riding breeches, and
yellow leather
leggings. A blue
cavalry overcoat for
the elements. In that
getup, he looked
every inch the
colonial adventurer.

The journey north was
a trial. Road-makers
would leave camp
after breakfast,
clearing ten miles a
day and finding
laager sites. The
Pioneer Column
marched from 3am to
beat the heat, rested
through the day, then
moved again at dusk.
Fever struck men
down. Crocodiles got
others.  Occasional
amaNdebele groups
shadowed the
column, keeping

.

Wagons of the Pioneer Column crossing the Nuanetsi River in 1890 - Central African Archives

Cecil Square, Salisbury, in 1890. The Union Jack was hoisted there on the 13th September of
that year - Central African Archives

everyone nervy. Flooded river crossings were arduous — the Lundi River took four hours
per wagon, accompanied by cracked whips and cracked jokes. Sandbags were placed
under wagon wheels at rocky fords; sweaty troopers worked stripped to slouch hats. Some
sections required rock-blasting to force a way through thick bush. The Providential Pass
climbed over 300 metres in short order, a perfect place for an ambush that mercifully
never came. Conditions eased on the cooler high veldt; inter-troop cricket matches were

sometimes played.



In September, as the column pushed on, oxen began to collapse from dehydration. Rivers
that should have provided water ran dry or barely flowed. The course was amended on
the fly. At times, two span of oxen — 32 beasts — were needed to haul each wagon.
Troopers' uniforms were threadbare, some even bootless. On September 12, after nearly
three months of hard slog, the ragged column halted. There was nothing there — only
some makeshift huts from the advance party, and an empty expanse across the Mukuvisi
River in the shadow of a kopje. The end of the road. Literally.

The next morning, they would plant the British flag and claim this bit of Africa for the
Crown. No one had a flagpole, so Lt Tyndale-Biscoe felled a msasa tree, erected it in what
would become Fort Salisbury, and unfurled the Union Jack. The buglers struck up The
Royal Salute. The seven-pound guns blasted a twenty-one-gun salute. BSACP troopers
presented arms. 'Three cheers for her gracious majesty Queen Victoria!' echoed across
Cecil Square into the desolate African wilderness. Seymour missed all this pageantry
because his troop arrived a few days later.

When the Pioneer Corps was disbanded
in October, all members were offered
3000 acres and 15 gold mine stakes.
George apparently said, ‘No thank you, |
only came for the adventure.' He took £5
in lieu, saluted, and headed back
through the bush to South Africa. Henry Y
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This is an edited extract from the book,
which is available now on Amazon, Kobo,
and Barnes & Noble.

For more information go to:

http://stuartlloyd.net/a-monkeys-
wedding
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e RhSA member, Million Marshall Moyo (Lance Corporal Moyo M. service no. 646245P)
is looking for the following course photo:

Rhodesian Corps of Signals, Operator Radio and Line Group O Class 111
June-December 1976

School of Signals, Brady Barracks Bulawayo

If you can help, please contact Million: millionmarshall1156@gmail.com

WAR AND REMEMBRANCE

The following text has been adapted from: A Pride of Eagles: The Definitive History of the
Rhodesian Air Force, by Beryl Salt, Covos Day Books, 2001

No. 7 SQUADRON RHODESIAN AIR FORCE operated from FAFs (Forward Air Fields) 1,
4, 5, Binga, Mashumbi Pools, Makuti, Inyanga and Bulawayo. During a single year (1974),
No. 7 Squadron helicopters flew 6,000 hours and carried 30,000 personnel. In the
operational sector, the squadron expertly fulfilled its main role of trooping and close
support for the ground forces. The squadron also maintained a 24-hour stand-by for
non-security force casualty evacuation. Its beneficiaries included victims of land-mine
incidents, and brutal terrorist attacks, as well as road and rail casualties. Food and
supplies had been dropped to needy villagers; hunters and mountaineers were rescued
under difficult conditions, and civilian plane crash victims brought to safety.

In 1975, No. 7 Squadron played a role in an unusual rescue attempt. For a considerable
period, a ZIPRA* reconnaissance platoon had been based on the Zambian shores of Lake
Kariba. Every now and then, they crossed into Rhodesia to gather information. The
Rhodesian SAS planned a surprise attack on their camp, in order to take prisoners who
could be interrogated. The plan misfired and the ZIPRA group resisted and then escaped,
leaving one of their dead behind and setting the house on fire. The SAS men grabbed all
the documents they could find and made their way back to the boats. By now the house
was blazing furiously and the stored land-mines, rockets and ammunition were exploding,
added to which a violent storm had blown up on the lake. An urgent request for help went
out and was answered by No. 7 Squadron.

As dawn was breaking, the SAS men were still in Zambian waters. Fuel was lowered and
the two smaller boats got going, but the engine of the largest boat refused to start. While
the Alouette hovered, a line was passed down to the men in the boat. Then an attempt
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was made to tow the disabled boat back to the Rhodesian shore. But the waves were now
higher than ever and as they crested, it seemed that the boat would smash into the
bottom of the chopper. Then as the boat dived into a trough, it threatened to drag the
helicopter out of the sky. Reluctantly, the crew cut the rope. The men in the boat were
once more on their own. The Alouette pilot circled, waved good luck and flew back to
base, leaving the men in the boat to struggle back on one engine. Fortunately, before too
long, they cleared Zambian waters and spotted a friendly boat, which immediately came
to their rescue and towed them back to safety.

*The Zimbabwe People’s Revolutionary Army

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission: Caring for the Fallen

https://adso.org.au/commonwealth-war-graves-commission-a-brief-history/

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission honours the 1.7 million people across both
World Wars who made the ultimate sacrifice on the battlefield, ensuring they are never
forgotten.

During gruelling and bloody First World War battles, great swathes of men would die with
no possibility of a peaceful, family attended burial or headstone. Instead, they remained
where they fell, and the soldiers who survived were forced to drag them away from the
violence and bury them wherever they could.

Imagine that churning battlefield on the Western Front. “Soldiers clashing in the mud and
men being buried by their comrades as best they could.” Historian and Interpretation
Officer for the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, Max Dutton, spoke to BFBS
[British Forces Broadcasting Service] broadcaster Mark McKenzie about the idea of people
dedicating their lives to ensure grieving relatives could visit their loved one's final resting
place.

He said:

“Into that wilderness, that landscape, came a man called Fabian Ware. He went over with
the British Red Cross and he saw graves in the corners of fields and he said, 'nobody’s
keeping an eye on these, nobody'’s telling loved ones back home where their sons and

rn

husbands final resting places are’'.


https://adso.org.au/commonwealth-war-graves-commission-a-brief-history/

Fabian Ware immediately petitioned the Red Cross to start recording graves given official
recognition by the British Army in 1916. As a result, he was given the title of Head of the
Graves Registration Unit, whose task was to record where service personnel were being
buried. This gave loved ones a crucial link to lost partners, sons, brothers, uncles and
friends. Eventually, that morphed into the Imperial War Graves Commission when Fabian
Ware asked: 'Who's going to look after all these graves once this war is over?’

Photo credit: Andrew Jackson



On May 21, 1917, the Imperial War Graves Commission was founded by Royal Charter,
with Ware at its head and with the monumental task of caring for war graves worldwide.
Speaking on Armistice Day 1938, Ware was able to express the importance and magnitude
of the work he was undertaking, saying: “l was able to record the real drawing together
of those who had been enemies of one another in the Great War. In drawing together in
common Remembrance of their dead. Their ten million dead.”

Fabian Ware was determined to ensure the work of the Imperial War Graves Commission,
after the First World War, was of the highest standard. To do this, he brought together a
remarkable group of creative minds. The architecture was by some of the most significant
architectural minds of the time — Sir Edwin Lutyens, who designed the Cenotaph in
London, and Sir Herbert Baker and Sir Reginald Blomfield. The inscriptions were written
by Rudyard Kipling, the author of ‘The Jungle Book’ and the poem ‘If'. Of this, Mark
McKenzie said: “Kipling's involvement wasn't really surprising, given his family history.”
Kipling provided all the inscriptions for the Imperial War Graves Commission after the First
World War. His son Jack Kipling, an Officer with the Irish Guards, was reported injured and
missing in action in September 1915, during the Battle of Loos. McKenzie offered his
thoughts on why Kipling chose to help the Imperial War Graves Commission, saying: I
always feel Kipling was doing it for him. In memory of his missing boy.”

After the Second World War, the commission was expanded for the recent conflict's vast
numbers of fallen personnel. In 1960, the name was changed to Commonwealth War
Graves Commission to remember all who died from the 54 countries of the
Commonwealth. The Commonwealth War Graves Commission honours the 1.7 million
people across both World Wars who made the ultimate sacrifice on the battlefield,
ensuring they are never forgotten.

ROLL OF HONOUR

Temporary Sergeant Stephen Mpofu
Service no. 644553 Selous Scouts
Silver Cross of Rhodesia SCR, awarded 31/03/1978

Extract from Pamwe Chete: The Legend of the Selous Scouts, by Lt Col R.F. Reid-Daly,
1999

Sergeant Stephen Mpofu, a serving member of Selous Scouts, has been employed
exclusively on reconnaissance since October 1976. To date he has completed seven
external missions. Two of these missions have necessitated a clandestine freefall parachute



entry. Sergeant Mpofu is the first African soldier to be so employed. Further, to reduce the
chances of detection, he has been employed as part of a two-man reconnaissance group.
These groups normally comprise one European and one African soldier.

During October 1976, a Selous Scouts column was tasked to enter Mozambique and
eliminate certain terrorist logistical centres and camps. Sergeant Mpofu and a European
officer formed a reconnaissance team, which entered the terrorist base camp area 14 days
prior to the column by means of a freefall parachute entry. The area of projected
operations was 80 kilometres inside Mozambique. The reconnaissance team’s mission was
to pass back intelligence on enemy strengths and dispositions. The team was also tasked
to carry out sabotage operations against road, rail and telephone communications to
delay enemy reinforcements. The latter task was to commence as the column entered
Mozambique.

On 31st October 1976, the column entered Mozambique but unforeseen circumstances
delayed its arrival at the target area. This placed the reconnaissance team in a critical
position regarding food and water. The reconnaissance team commander elected to
continue with his task without resupply, as this would have compromised the position of
the team, and therefore the mission. On the 1st November 1976, distant sounds of gunfire
were heard some seven kilometres to the south of the team'’s position and sabotage
operations commenced.

In addition to carrying out acts of sabotage, the team leader decided to ambush the local
enemy garrison as a diversion. The aim of the diversion was to prevent the enemy from
going to the assistance of the camps, which the column was attacking. Having set up a
claymore ambush the team deliberately allowed themselves to be seen by the locals; this
was to provoke enemy action. The ploy was successful and shortly after this an enemy
vehicle appeared. The ambush was initiated killing and wounding the occupants. Several
more large vehicles and a train filled with troops then arrived. Fire was initiated by the
team, which in turn came under heavy small arms fire. The team withdrew under heavy
fire and was pursued by approximately 40 of the enemy. Approximately two kilometres
from the scene of the ambush the team was once again subjected to heavy fire and in the
ensuing mélée was forced to split up. After some considerable difficulty the team was able
to break contact and extricated separately by hot extraction the following morning.

There is little doubt that this action caused considerable consternation amongst the
enemy, which were effectively prevented from interfering with the attacking column.
On the evening of the 16th January 1977, Sergeant Mpofu and an officer again entered
Mozambique by means of freefall parachute. Their mission was to carry out a
reconnaissance of a large terrorist camp some 80 kilometres inside Mozambique, which



was thought to contain in excess of 100 terrorists. If the camp was found occupied, they
were to direct an air strike onto it during the hours of darkness. The success of the air
strike depended almost entirely upon the accuracy with which the reconnaissance team
placed marker flares in relation to the camp. To achieve the necessary pinpoint accuracy, a
detailed run-in programme based upon split second timings was produced. As the terrain
was flat and featureless certain clumps of trees were chosen as flare-marker points from
blown-up air photographs. This was to ensure that the aircraft approach angle and the
bomb-release point was exact.

The team conducted a close-in reconnaissance of the camp and confirmed that it
contained a large number of terrorists. On the night of 12th January 1977, the team
moved into the camp area to position the flares. Great difficulty was experienced in
locating the marker points as the light was not good and the placing of the bomb-release
marker meant moving between terrorist outposts. In spite of these problems the team
successfully placed the marker flares undetected. On the approach of the aircraft the
marker flares were initiated and the resultant strike was on target. Subsequent captured
documents have revealed that as a result of the strike, ten terrorists were killed and 102
wounded. Significantly, the vast majority of the wounded were amputees. This action
successfully neutralised a large terrorist incursion into Rhodesia.

On two other occasions Sergeant Mpofu accompanied an officer on two further missions
into Mozambique. One of these tasks entailed a freefall entry. In both cases the task was
the destruction of the railway line with particular emphasis on locomotives.

Both missions were successful and this team, in conjunction with other Selous Scouts
teams have destroyed four trains including four locomotives and rendered 220 kilometres
of railway line useless to the enemy.

On the 6th September 1977, Sergeant Mpofu and one European corporal entered
Mozambique on foot. The mission of this team was to try and locate a suspected base
camp. After two days the camp was located. In order to confirm that the camp was in fact
a ZANLA base the team carried out a close-in reconnaissance. The team moved to within
15 metres of the camp so that Sergeant Mpofu could listen to the conversation of the
inmates. The camp was found to contain 50 ZANLA terrorists.

Sergeant Mpofu has proved to be an invaluable member of the Selous Scouts
reconnaissance team. Over a series of hazardous operations, he has displayed continuous
courage of a high order in difficult circumstances.

R.F. REID-DALY CLM, DMM, MBE Lieutenant-Colonel
Commanding Officer, Selous Scouts



Flight Officer Christopher ‘Chips’ Holland
Killed in action: 14 September 1942

Service numbers 80116 and 777673 and CR 3683
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve

44 (Rhodesia) Squadron

Aged 23. Son of John Sothern Holland and Joan Holland of Umtali, Southern Rhodesia;
husband of Dorah Gwendolynn Holland (born Ward); they had been married in North
Kesteven, Lincolnshire, less than three months before his death. He was born on 29 March
1920 in Umtali, Southern Rhodesia and entered Milner House, Plumtree School, Southern
Rhodesia in September 1934. After leaving Plumtree in August 1937, he worked in Umtali
as a clerk and apprentice auctioneer. He attested in the Royal Air Force in July 1940 and
proceeded overseas for training. Civilian trade/occupation: Clerk. Unit: 44 (Rhodesia) Sqn.
Crew Position: Pilot. Aircraft type: Lancaster W4169. Operational Theatre: Bremen,
Germany. He was killed during air operations when his aircraft was shot down by a night-
fighter and crashed at Emst, Gelderland, Holland, six and a half nautical miles north of
Apeldoorn, Holland. He was in the same crew as Sgt Donald Norman Huntley (or Huntly)
DFM and Sgt Robert Ernest Williams, who were also killed. These three Rhodesian airmen
are buried amongst 22 Allied graves, at Epe General Cemetery, Netherlands, where an
eternal flame burns.

District Officer Robert ‘Rob’ Carruthers
Service no. ***

Internal Affairs

Killed in action: 28 November 1978

He was posthumously awarded the Meritorious Conduct Medal on 5 October 1979. He
was also awarded the Home Affairs Secretary's Commendation in 1976. He died in a
vehicle ambush in the Chiswiti area, Mount Darwin, Op Hurricane, aged 23 years (b. 13
April 1955 in Ft Victoria), whilst travelling in a 5-tonne Isuzu. Rob was manning a light
machine gun when they were ambushed. He returned fire but was hit and killed instantly.
2 CTs were killed by return fire from the vehicle. His dog Ishe fled the scene and was never
seen again. Rob, DO of Mukumbura at the time, was fluent in Shona and knew African
laws and customs as well as any local. His previous District Commissioner, Jim Latham,
described him as hard-working, confident and a natural leader.

His body was flown to Gwelo where he is buried.
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Museum of the Rhodesian Services Association

THE LION & TUSK MUSEUM

We have previously done video “walk throughs” of the museum to try to share what we
see and work around every day — incase you have not saved the location or
subscribed to our  YouTube channel hereis  where you can watch  these videos
and others: https://www.youtube.com/@TheLionTuskMuseum

Our Curator, Tony Fraser, is constantly adding new artefacts and displays. Our problem is
that we are getting very shortof space so Tonyis having todig deep into
his ‘creativity store’ to come up with ways to display our unique and historically precious
items.

These recent photos show how Tony has used every available facet of the building
including the roof support structures.

Our main current income sources from
Financial Membership, CQ Store trading and
donations just meets our annual outgoings.
This income is brought about by hard
work and dedication by those of us creating
this income and the wonderful generosity
and support ofour 1,700 Financial
Members worldwide.

We would love to expand into another unit
but to do this we have to double our income
or be the beneficiaries of
a substantial donation or bequest. Golf bomb model suspended from the roof
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Display of models suspended from the roof and viewable from
the stairs going up to the Library and Memorial Garden

Tail of the Alouette 11l suspended from the roof

Our latest arrivals are these deactivated firearms — AK47 and SKS, both of Chinese origin.
These firearms were presented to Major General Leon Jacobs, Rhodesian
Army Commander of JOC Repulse Operational Area, by Comrade Agnew Kambeu,
ZANLA Musikivanhu Sector Commander in 1980.

They were subsequently donated to The Lion and Tusk Museum by Hylton McCabe in
March 2022. It took us a little over four years of constant applications for various permits
and endless renewals of those permitsin both South Africa and New Zealand to
eventually receive them at the museum in April 2026.

We would like to thank Hylton McCabe for this donation as well as the late Wes Tiedt, who
began the bureaucratic marathon for us in South Africa and to Karl Ulrich who took
over when Wes passed away in 2023. These three supporters went to substantial personal
expense to assist with the successful transfer of these historic items which will go on
display in The Lion and Tusk Museum once we have completed the necessary
licensing here in New Zealand.




THE CQ STORE

We carry a huge range of goods in our CQ Store pictured below,
which forms the entry to The Lion and Tusk Museum. The income from sales provides one
of the main sources of income in support of the museum. Most of our goods are listed
on ourwebsite - entry portal page at https://www.rhodesianservices.org/cq-
store.ntm.  We ship worldwide. Email thecgstore@rhodesianservices.org with  your
inquiry or order, or come in and have look at what is available and don’t miss our Bargain
Box ofend of line and marked down goods which are not listed on-line. The
museum us open Thursday to Sunday from 10am to 3pm (we are closed on Public
Holidays).

When you buy from the Rhodesian Services Association CQ Store, you are supporting the
preservation of Rhodesian history through The Lion and Tusk Museum.
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This newsletter is compiled by Jackie Jackson for the Rhodesian Services Association,
jackie@rhodesianservices.org

To view previous newsletters, go to our Archives

Views, language, and information expressed in The Sentinel may not reflect current
understanding, they are provided in a historical context.

The Lion and Tusk Museum is a collection of historical, cultural, artistic, and
scientific information displays, videos, photos, and writings. These depict Rhodesia
and Rhodesians of all races, from the late 19th century until the country’s transition
to Zimbabwe in 1980. Neither the museum management, nor its team of volunteers,
have political, racial, or gender-specific agendas, and they unreservedly condemn
any scandal-mongering misconceptions to the contrary.

© 2026 The Rhodesian Services Association
Registered under the 2005 Charities Act in New Zealand number CC25203
Registered as an Incorporated Society in New Zealand number 2055431
Postal: PO Box 13003, Tauranga 3141, New Zealand
Physical: Unit 10, 14 Portside Drive, Mount Maunganui, New Zealand
Web: www.rhodesianservices.org and www.thelionandtusk.org
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